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We are so grateful that you have decided to

host a GiveBIG FUNdraiser in support of
YouthCare's work! 

 

This toolkit will walk you through organizing
and hosting a successful FUNdraiser that will

get your friends talking, supporting, and
more involved!



Mission: 

YouthCare works to end youth homelessness and to ensure that young
people are valued for who they are and empowered to achieve their
potential.

Vision:

YouthCare envisions a community where no young person experiences
homelessness, all young people have the opportunity to thrive, and the
systems that oppress them are dismantled. 

History:

YouthCare was founded in 1974 as one of the first shelters to serve
runaway and homeless youth on the West Coast. Since then, we have
expanded to         
Our range of services, including 

16 sites serving over 1,500 youth ages 12-24 every year.
                                                early intervention, outreach, shelter,
housing, education and employment,                                              are designed to help young
people achieve long-term stability and wellness.

ABOUT YOUTHCARE
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ABOUT YOUTH HOMELESSNESS

Every young person comes to YouthCare with a unique story
and set of circumstances. But beneath those individual stories
are common systemic barriers and historic inequities: 

Of the 1,000 unaccompanied homeless youth and young adults
in King County:

57% identify as BIPOC
27% identify at LGBTQ+ 
32% have been in foster care
54% are experiencing mental health challenges

Why are youth homeless?

 poverty, homophobia, a shortage of affordable housing, and
underfunded systems of care (including education, child
welfare, foster care, and behavioral health).

racism, 

No one grows up wanting to be homeless. 

The young people we meet are navigating life circumstances beyond their
control and they all want the chance to stabilize and thrive.

On any given night in King County,
approximately 1,000 unaccompanied young
people experience homelessness. 

How many young people are
experiencing homelessness?

Young people have unique strengths and
developmental needs that are different from
adults—young people’s brains are still rapidly
developing and don’t reach maturation until the
age of 25. Young people often couch-surf
between friends and family; many do not 

Why is youth homelessness unique?

identify as homeless. 3



GiveBIG is a statewide fundraising camwaigwwbringing
together individuals and organizations across Washington 
to invest in our community and take a proactive step 
towards creating the society we want to live in. 

GiveBIG has expanded its platfor               wto support
individuals and groups to fundraise on behalf of 
organizations they care about! 

When you host a FUNdraiser for YouthCare, you help
us reach more community members, raise more money, 
and have a bigger impact on the young people we 
serve.

GiveBIG has expanded its platform in 2021 

GiveBIG is a statewide fundraising campaign, 

Hosting a GiveBIG FUNdraiser is your chance to make 
a big impact on a cause you are passionate about.

ABOUT GIVEBIG AND
COMMUNITY FUNDRAISING

4



HOW TO HOST A
GIVEBIG FUNDRAISER

Personalize your FUNdraiser
Share your FUNdraiser
Celebrate your success!

Once you've created your account and
page, you'll need to:

Continue reading for instructions 
on these steps and other tips for 
hosting a successful FUNdraiser.

On the YouthCare's profile page
https://www.givebigwa.org/youthcare
click the FUNDRAISE button to create
your FUNdraising page.

You will be redirected to the Washington
Gives FUNdraising platform, Neon Raise, to
create your profile and FUNdraising page.

STEP 1: CREATE AN ACCOUNT
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Before you get started, here are some dates to remember: This year's GiveBIG
campaign kicks off April 20 and culminates with 48 hour giving event on May 4 - 5!



STEP 2: PERSONALIZE
YOUR FUNDRAISER        

Invest in young people, invest in society's future!

The [Your Family Name] Family's Fundraiser for
YouthCare

Join me in the work to end youth homelessness

Give your page a short title that describes your fundraiser
or states your intended impact. Here are some examples:

How and when did you first hear about YouthCare?

Why do you think it is important to support young people
experiencing homelessness?

What area of YouthCare's work is most interesting to you? 

What is one fact about youth homelessness that surprised you?

Your story should share why you are passionate about our shared
work to empower young people and end youth homelessness. 

If you are struggling to get started writing your story, here are 
some prompts to get your juices flowing:

A personalized story is the most compelling reason 
for your friends and family to get more involved.
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TITLE

GOAL

STORY     

Think about how many people you will ask to give and
estimate how much they may be able to give. For
example: 20 people x $10 = $200! You can always
adjust your goal later.



STEP 3: SHARE 
YOUR FUNDRAISER

The key to successful fundraising is getting the word out about your fundraiser. 
Most people want to help, they just need to be asked! 

Start with an email or direct message 
to the people closest to you.

Emails and direct messages are the most successful
way to first reach out to your first potential donors—
there's more room to explain why you support
YouthCare, an opportunity to personalize the message
to the person you are asking, and your close network
is more likely to open an email or direct message. 

Once your close friends and family have donated to
your fundraiser, your extended network is more
likely to build on that momentum. 

Next, expand to social media
and your wider network!

Share the custom link to your FUNdraiser
on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Tik Tok,
LinkedIn, Slack, etc., and keep your
community updated with personal posts
about the progress of your campaign! 

To have an even greater impact, encourage
your donors to share your FUNdraiser with
their friends and family or on their social
media after giving!
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SAMPLE MESSAGING
Sample Initial Email or Direct Message: Send between April 20 - May 2
To: Close friends, family, and colleagues
Subject: Can I count on you? 

Dear [Name], 

On May 4 and 5, tens of thousands of people are showing their support for their favorite nonprofits through GiveBIG Washington
2021. I am so excited to share that I will be fundraising for YouthCare this GiveBIG! I am donating [$xxx] and if [xx] people join
me and give [$xx] or more, I’ll reach my goal of [$xxxx]. The money we raise will go directly to YouthCare's mission to end youth
homelessness and empower all young people to achieve their potential. When we invest in young people, we're investing in a
bright future for our entire community. I hope you will join me in this work!

When: GiveBIG is May 4 and 5, but you can also donate anytime before then! 
Where: [insert your unique FUNdraiser link]

Any level of donation will help me reach my goal. And please help to spread the word! Forward this email to your community
along with a personal note about why you believe in this cause and invite them to join you in giving to nonprofits like YouthCare
across Washington on May 4-5. Together, we can enact real, tangible change by donating to YouthCare. I can’t wait to celebrate
the difference we will make when we #GiveBIG May 4-5! 

Thank you for your support! 8



Sample Day-Of Email - Send May 4 & 5

To: Friends, family, colleagues, etc!
Subject: Do something amazing today! - or - Today is the last day
to GiveBIG!

Dear friends, 

Today’s a BIG day to GiveBIG! Join me and thousands of other
change makers who are showing their support for their favorite
nonprofits. Today is our chance to make a real difference, right here
in your community. Your support would mean a great deal to me.

I am raising funds for YouthCare, an organization dedicated to
ending youth homelessness and empowering young people to
achieve their potential. I am at [xx]% of my goal to raise $[xxxx]. If
[xx] people each give [$xx] or more, I’ll reach my goal! 

You can enact real, tangible change by donating to YouthCare.
Give now, before GiveBIG ends on May 5, at 11:59pm PST! I can’t
wait to celebrate with you the difference we will make when we
GiveBIG today!

Thank you for your support!

Sample Reminder Email: Send between
May 2 - 3

To: Wider network of friends and colleagues
Subject: Mark your calendar! 

Dear [Name], 

GiveBIG is two days! On May 5-6, I'll be fundraising for YouthCare. Please
visit my fundraising page to support bright futures for young people
experiencing homelessness.

Here's how you can help:

1. Support my fundraising page at [link to your FUNdraiser]. Donations
at any level will help me reach my goal!

 

2. Follow me on [links to your social media accounts] and share my
GiveBIG posts or tell your friends and family why you support YouthCare
through #GiveBIG.

 

3. Spread the word! Forward this email to your family, colleagues, and
friends along with a personal note as to why you believe in this cause,
and why they should also give today!

 

Thank you for your support! 9

SAMPLE MESSAGING



I support YouthCare's work to end youth homelessness and I am raising funds for this important
cause between April 20 and May 5! If you’d like to help me do this please donate to [link to your
FUNdraising page] 

15 days until #GiveBIG and I can’t WAIT to support YouthCare. If you believe that investing in
young people creates pathways out of homelessness and strengthens our entire community, then
help me raise $xxxx at [link to your FUNdraiser] 

Save the date: #GiveBIG is May 4-5! Join me in being a part of the movement by giving to
YouthCare and investing in young peoples' futures! Visit [link to your FUNdraiser] today to make
your donation.

Sample Initial & Reminder Social Media Posts:

There is no limit to the impact you can have in the community. #GiveBIG to my FUNdraiser for YouthCare TODAY AND TOMORROW to
support young people experiencing homelessness in Seattle at [link to your FUNdraiser]

Will you join me in the work to end youth homelessness? If each of my followers donates $5, together we can raise $xxx for YouthCare! [link to
your FUNdraiser] #GiveBIG

It's the final hour for #GiveBIG! Have you donated yet? I am supporting YouthCare and need your help to reach my goal! 

Sample Day-Of Social Media Posts:

[link to your GiveBIG page]
10
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YouthCare can provide promotional materials, info-graphics,
logos, and other branded content for use on your FUNdraising
page and in communications

YouthCare and provide advice on how to talk about youth
homelessness with your community and supporters
If you would like to host a virtual gathering with your donors
to build community and offer more information about
YouthCare, YouthCare will try our best to have a staff member
available (subject to staff schedules and volume of interest) to
support and/or attend your gathering, with the option of
facilitating a 15-minute presentation and/or Q & A

 

HOW YOUTHCARE CAN

SUPPORT YOU

Contact Erin Halligan, Individual Giving Specialist, at erin.halligan@youthcare.org if you have any questions, 
concerns, or need any other support while hosting your GiveBIG FUNdraiser for YouthCare! 11



STEP 4: CELEBRATE

YOUR IMPACT!
Celebrate that the funds you raised through your GiveBIG FUNdraiser directly support
YouthCare's vital programming—from responding to crisis, providing a hot meal, connecting
young people to job opportunities, and supporting young people moving into their first
apartment; to keeping our lights on and paying our incredible staff. Don't forget to thank
your donors for supporting our work and update them with your FUNdraiser total!

And beyond the funds you raised, celebrate the invaluable resources
of time, talent, and relationships you invested in our shared work to
end youth homelessness. Every connection you made, conversation
you had, and Like or Re-Tweet you got while hosting your FUNdraiser
spread knowledge and awareness of youth homelessness. You have
made a huge impact on our entire community and sent a powerful
message to young people that you care!
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